
Filing a Motion to Modify Child Support Representing Yourself in Gratiot County

IF IT HAS BEEN MORE THAN THREE (3) YEARS SINCE THE LEVEL 
OF SUPPORT WAS REVIEWED IN YOUR CASE, YOU MAY 
REQUEST A STATUTORY REVIEW BY THE FRIEND OF THE 
COURT. YOU SHOULD WRITE A LETTER TO YOUR CASEWORKER 
TO ASK FOR THE REVIEW, WITHOUT FILING A MOTION. IF YOU 
ARE SEEKING TO MODIFY CHILD SUPPORT PRIOR TO BEING 
ELIGIBLE FOR THE STATUTORY REVIEW DESCRIBED ABOVE, 
YOU MUST FILE A MOTION ALLEGING A MATERIAL CHANGE OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES PER THE INSTRUCTIONS BELOW.

1. After obtaining the motion and order forms from the Friend of the Court, 
fill out the form(s). You must know which party is the Plaintiff, Defendant, 
the docket number and the Judge assigned to your case.

You may ONLY use this motion to request a review of child support if you 
have an existing case. Your case will be a divorce (DM), family support 
action (DS), paternity order (DP), or a case with an order that does not 
currently contain a child support provision.

2. Take the completed motion to the County Clerk and pay the filing fee, 
currently $60.00. You must follow the instructions for serving the motion 
on the required people as stated in the attached document.

3. After filing the motion to modify child support with the County Clerk, 
provide a copy to the original Judge. The Judge will review the motion and 
do one of the following: 

a.  Deny the motion or 
b.  Refer the motion to the Friend of the Court to review child 

support.

The Friend of the Court will not process motions to modify child support 
unless ordered by the Judge.

THE FRIEND OF THE COURT DOES NOT REPRESENT EITHER 
PARTY. THE PERSON FILING THE MOTION MUST PROVE THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE OR CIRCUMSTANCES SINCE THE 
ENTRY OF THE LAST ORDER, WHICH MAKES MODIFICATION OF 
SUPPORT NECESSARY.

Effective November 19, 2007



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING “MOTION REGARDING SUPPORT”
Please print neatly. After filling in the form, you will need to make at least 5 copies of the form.
Items A through K must be completed before your motion can be filed with the court. Please read the 
instruction for each item. Then fill in the correct information for that item on the form.

(A) Before you fill in the Case No., get your court papers for divorce, separate maintenance, paternity, 
or family support and copy the Case No. from those court papers onto the form. 

(B) Also use your court papers to fill in the “Plaintiff” and “Defendant” boxes and if applicable, the 
“Third Party” box. Copy the names from these court papers onto this form. For example, if your 
name is in the box that says, “Plaintiff”, then you should write your name in the “Plaintiff” box on 
this motion form. 

You are the “moving party”. once you have written the names where they belong, you must check 
the box “moving party” in the same box as your name.

(C) Check only one box. If you have a judgement or order for divorce, separate maintenance, 
paternity or family support read it carefully to find out if there is any information in it about 
support. If there is information about support, check box a. If, there is no information about 
support, check box b.

(D-F) Put information in the lines for the current level of child support, child care and health care costs 
as ordered in the last court order. 

(G) Check this box only if you checked box a. in (C) above and conditions have changed that require a 
change in support. Explain in as much detail as possible what has happened. If you need more 
space, use a separate sheet of paper. Print this information as neatly as you can. You will need 4 
copies of this sheet to attach 4 copies of this form.

(H) Check this box if you and the other party have agreed to make changes in the support. Explain in 
as much detail as possible what you have agreed on. If you need more space, use a separate sheet 
of paper. Print this information as neatly as you can. You will need 4 copies of this sheet to attach 
to the copies of this form.

(I) You need to explain in as much detail as possible what you want the court to order. If you 
checked above, check the box “ Same as 6. Above”. Otherwise, write the details. If you need more 
space use a separate sheet of paper. Print this information as neatly as you can. you will need 4 
copies of this sheet to attach to copies of this form.

(J) Write in today’s date and sign your name.

(K) Skip this part on the motion form (Notice of Hearing). 

(L) Complete the top portion on the Order for Referral 

(M) Now go to the County Clerk’s office to file the original, paying the filing fee of $60.00. Obtain 
copies for the following:
1 copy for yourself.
1. 1 copy for the Friend of the Court.
2. 1 copy to serve on the other party
3. 1 copy to file with the County Clerk as proof of service on the other party

(N) On the date you mail 1 copy (and the separate sheets) to the other party, write in the date and sign 
your name on the remaining copy. Return it to the County Clerk for filing as proof of service. 
MAKE SURE YOU SERVE A COPY OF THE MOTION AND THE ORDER FOR REFERRAL 
ON THE FRIEND OF THE COURT. 

November 19, 2007









 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

29
TH

 JUDICIAL CIRCUIT - COUNTY OF GRATIOT 

FAMILY COURT DIVISION       

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

       

______________________________, 

 

   Plaintiff,      

 

v         File no: _____________________ 

         

______________________________,   Judge _______________________ 

 

Defendant. 

 

ORDER FOR REFERRAL 

 

At a session of said Court held in the Courthouse 

in the City of Ithaca, in said County, on 

this ______ day of  ______, 20____ 

 

Before:  Honorable _________________, Judge 

 

A motion regarding custody, parenting time and/or child support was filed by the 

__________________on ____________________________.  The Court has reviewed the motion, and; 

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

 

A. The motion filed on __________________, 20___, is denied for failure to state a change of 

circumstances or proper cause to justify a change in the current order. 

 

B.    _________The motion filed for child support review shall be referred to the Friend of the Court 

for a child support review and recommendation which shall become the order of the court 

within twenty one (21) days of filing, unless objections are filed with the Clerk of the 

Court.   

 

C. The Plaintiff and Defendant shall participate in a conciliation conference, scheduled at the  

 direction of the Friend of the Court, regarding the matter(s) of: 

______  Custody                  

______  Parenting Time                 

 

If the parties are unable to reach an agreement on any issue, the Friend of the Court shall make a 

recommendation to the Court, with copies to the parties and counsel of record.  Said 

recommendation shall become the Order of the Court unless a written objection is filed within 

21 days with the Court Clerk, with copies provided to the Friend of the Court, the assigned 

Judge, and the opposing party or attorney of record for the opposing party.  If a party is not 

represented by an attorney and they file an objection, the Friend of the Court will schedule a 



hearing before the Court.  If an attorney is representing a party and the attorney files an objection, 

within thirty (30) days of filing an objection, the attorney must obtain a hearing date from the 

Court.   The attorney must file a Notice of Hearing and Proof of Service on their objection.  If no 

hearing date is obtained, the objection will be dismissed/denied.  

 

D. The Friend of the Court shall conduct an investigation and make a recommendation to the Court,

 with copies to the parties and counsel of record, regarding the matter(s) of: 

______  Custody                  

______  Parenting Time                 

______  Child Support 

 

 Said recommendation is to become the Order of the Court, subject to either parties’ right to file an 

 objection and request a hearing on said objection within 21 days of the recommendation being filed.  

 If an objection is filed, the moving party shall be responsible for providing copies of the 

 objection and Notice of Hearing to the Friend of the Court, the assigned Judge, and the 

 opposing party or attorney of record for the opposing party.  Proof of Service of said Notice of 

 Hearing must also be filed with the Court Clerk.  If no hearing date is obtained within 21 days of filing 

 the objection, the objection will be dismissed/denied.   

 

 

___________________________________ 

Judge  

 

 

IT IS THE MOVING PARTY'S RESPONSIBILITY TO: 

 

 1. SERVE A COPY OF THE SIGNED ORDER FOR REFERRAL ON THE 

    FRIEND OF THE COURT;  

 

2. SERVE A COPY OF THE SIGNED ORDER FOR REFERRAL ON ALL 

ATTORNEYS/PARTIES OF RECORD; 

 

3. FILE THE ATTACHED PROOF OF MAILING WITH THE COUNTY 

CLERK’S OFFICE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Updated 7/1/2008 
 

 

          



On the date below I sent by first-class mail a copy of

to: List names and addresses.

I declare that the statements above are true to the best of my information, knowledge, and belief.

Date Signature

Name (type or print)

Court  telephone  no.
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Court  address

CASE NO.STATE OF MICHIGAN
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY PROBATE
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v
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